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It’s fair to say that every half term in school could be described as ‘busy’, but this half 

term has been particularly so, with lots of exciting events happening all across the school. 

We’ve had parent’s evenings, share afternoons, stay and play sessions, sporting events, a 

community pond clearing day, a school Bingo evening, World Book Day, Science Week, we’ve 

become an ‘Active Movement’ school, and we’ve had several visitors in school as well. You’ll 

be able to read about lots of these activities in this newsletter, but one thing you may not 

know is that our school has been recognised and praised by the Local Authority for our 

exciting new curriculum. We’ve been visited by several Suffolk Advisors and Mr Sparks and 

I were invited to speak at the Suffolk Primary Headteacher’s Conference in Bury St. 

Edmunds where we presented all the work that’s gone in to our new curriculum over the 

past year and a half. This has generated a great deal of interest and we’ve already been 

visited by several schools, keen to see our curriculum in action. With Ofsted’s new 

increased focus on school curriulums, it’s good to know that our children are receiving a 

broad, balanced, exciting and innovative learning experience each and every day. 

On that positive note, we’d like to wish everyone a peaceful and restful Easter break, and 

we look forward to seeing you all return, ready and eager to LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE 

on into the Summer term and beyond. Happy holidays to you all! 

 

 



The sun was shining as the School Council’s ‘Be Fond of Our 

Pond’ campaign got started with a wonderful group of 

volunteers who came on Saturday the 30th March 2019 to help 

clear the upper section of the pond! We had a great time 

together and the pond area already looks so much better! 

Thank you so much to everyone who came, it was good fun and 

has made such a difference! Mrs. Barratt 
‘The School Council embarked where no–one had gone before 

(for several years anyway!): the school pond. We put together 

a worthy group of recruits and gardening professionals. Armed 

with tools and refreshments we were ready! Half of us 

attacked the pesky brambles whilst the others got rid of the 

tree branches. We found some really old bottles and broken 

pottery. I did some ‘digging’ and found out the school pond was 

actually a 19th century tip!’  By Ethan Drake 6SL 

‘I went to clear out the school pond and my favourite part of it 

all was de–rooting all the stinging nettles and thorn bushes, 

although it really hurt when I got pricked! Another fun part was 

finding old pottery and bottles. The pond looks brilliant and it’s 

all thanks to the people who joined in.’ By Ewan Curtis 6MT 

‘It was really good fun, we found three newts, one slug, one snail, two worms and made a 

‘creature bench’ for them to go on.’  By Sunny Grainge 2JS 

‘I really enjoyed chopping the wood, it looks great, it looks now like a nice place to be, it is 

brilliant, but there are more great things to come…………!’ By Gracie Farrow 3PJ 

What’s next? - We are going to use the money raised from 

the Bingo night to put up a new fence around the outside 

of the pond. Having looked at the newly discovered ground, 

we are busy planning what surface to put on and designing 

the inner section of the pond. The pond itself will need to 

be dredged and a whole new decking area put up for pond 

dipping. So still lots to do! School Council will be planning a 

fundraising event in the Summer term to help the ‘Be Fond 

of Our Pond’ campaign continue its exciting journey. 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Nursery have been very busy this half term learning the story of The Hungry Caterpillar. We 

began by learning the story off by heart. The children were then introduced to how to draw a 

story map and had a go at doing this themselves. We then used these story maps to act out 

the story. Nursery have also had a very exciting past few weeks. The children discovered an 

egg in our mud kitchen. We took it in to nursery and looked after it until it hatched, to our 

surprise a dinosaur was inside! Before we had time to look at the baby dinosaur, the baby 

disappeared and our nursery was destroyed! 

The children had many ideas about what had 

happened, they all agreed that a large dinosaur 

had come to take back the baby. This led to 

many dinosaur hunts looking for clues, making 

posters, writing letters and setting traps. The 

big dinosaur wrote us a letter back thanking us 

for looking after their baby and explained that 

it was now time to take the baby back.  We also 

caught a video of the baby and big dinosaur in 

our nursery garden. We are hoping they have 

now safely returned back to their home!  

In Reception this half term we have been learning about ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. The children 

enjoyed creating their own giant castles, writing about what they thought was at the top of 

the beanstalk, writing letters to the giant and planting 

their very own magic beans! We have also been learning 

about ‘The Three Little Pigs’, the children particularly 

enjoyed taking on the role of the characters to retell the 

story and learning the song ‘Who's afraid of the Big Bad 

Wolf'! We also investigated which materials made the 

best house and why. In Maths, we have continued to 

develop our number knowledge and have practised 

counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. The children have enjoyed 

learning about time, 3D shapes, repeating patterns, 

positional language and money. The children had lots of 

fun sharing their learning with their grown-ups during 

our Maths Stay and Play. We also had an enjoyable 

afternoon watching the Norwich Puppet Theatre show 

‘Hansel and Gretel’.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



The end of another term already! Many exciting things have happened, such as lovely new 

carpets and chairs in the Year 2 classrooms. These have made a real improvement to our 

learning environments; the bright and cheerful look makes us feel ‘tres bien’ (quote from Year 

2 pupil). Year One are looking forward to developing their outdoor area in the Summer term. 

The puppet theatre visit was very enjoyable, with an amazing one-man performance of the 

traditional tale Hansel and Gretel. The children, who were an excellent audience, asked some 

really interesting questions at the end about how the performance and props were developed 

and how to become an actor. It was a great way to broaden the children’s experience of 

performing arts. In Year One many children took this 

inspiration further in their independent writing.  Dinosaurs 

and palaeontology have also been a focus this half term with 

model making, fact finding and a museum being some of the 

different ways of learning. Year One have also been using the 

work of Picasso as inspiration for their challenges, creating 

Picasso style faces using photographs of each other. 

Year Two have continued their learning journey using books as inspiration. This term they have 

been following the journey of ‘Traction Man’ through a sink of washing up, an encounter with 

evil Professor Spade, as well as the ticklish toes!  From these adventures there has been 

creative and descriptive writing, wanted posters and some very funny 

instructions on how to look after our own pet scrubbing brushes! The 

children also studied the work of the Aboriginal artist Gloria Petyarre, 

and from this have developed a variety of art skills such as collage and 

observational drawing of leaves. The outcomes have been impressive. 

Again, there was great support at both share afternoons which the children very much 

enjoyed, with story planning and maths being the focus. 

We are looking forward to the summer term and already have trips in the pipeline; to Carlton 

Marshes for Year 2 with a geography focus, and to Norwich castle for Year 1 to find out more 

about Florence Nightingale. 

As the weather improves PE will be taking place outside as much as possible. However, for this 

to happen children must have correct PE kit, especially plimsols or trainers. Please can you 

check this over the holiday and ensure that every item is named. This will help us out immensely 

and the children will be able to enjoy all the activities safely. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



Both Years 3 and 4 have had an interesting half term getting stuck into two very different 

topics; ‘Alice in Wonderland’ for Year 3 and ‘Chocolate’ for Year 4. Each topic has provided lots 

of different opportunities for creativity. 

Year 3 began the half term talking a walk down conscience alley! This is where they put 

themselves in Alice’s shoes; asking key questions like, would you follow the White Rabbit? 

Would you drink the potion or eat the cake? Reading the story provided an opportunity to 

recount the tale, with the children creating some informative and detailed reports.  

Looking at when their focus book was written, Year 3 have contrasted 

life as a child today with the life of a child in the Victorian era. They 

have talked about when they would prefer to live; deciding they are 

much better off in modern times! 

Year 4 began the half term looking at the growth and production of the 

Cacao Bean; giving the children an insight into different countries 

around the world that inhabit the ‘Chocolate Belt’. Coinciding with Fair 

Trade Fortnight, this provided a springboard to the ethical issues of 

trade and how the consumer can make the choice to shop with the producer in mind. 

After looking at the production of the main raw materials for chocolate, we then studied the 

manufacturing process. The children produced informative non-fiction pieces of writing 

outlining the methods used to make chocolate products. 

Of course you can’t study chocolate without reading ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’. This 

was used to spark the children’s imaginations, helping them create wonderfully descriptive 

pieces of writing describing their own fantasy chocolate factories and magical chocolate bars. 

This writing also led to some great artwork, where the children used shading techniques to 

sketch their factories and use computing to create the wrappers for their bars. 

This term also saw Wold Book Day, with many children dressing up 

as their favourite book character. All classes across the school took 

part in book related learning. The afternoon’s events resulted in 

classes taking part in twinned activities, where each class met with 

their given class from another Key Stage. Fun was had by all!  

We’re already looking forward to next term, the Summer Term! Not 

to mention our exciting Roman Day, the second day back, Wednesday 24th April!  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



During our extremely busy half term the children have been enjoying ‘The Brits’ topic finding 

out about key geographical features of the British Isles, exploring the works of the artists 

David Hockney and Banksy as well as trying to replicate the work of fashion designer, Vivienne 

Westwood. The children had their own ‘Woods Loke Fashion Week’- culminating in a catwalk 

show to promote their designs!  

In our English lessons the pupils have studied texts by famous British authors – Year 5 worked 

on ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare and Year 6 have focused their efforts on ‘Grandpa’s 

Great Escape’ by David Walliams. Both sets of pupils produced some very creative and 

imaginative pieces of writing inspired by these classic and modern authors. 

As part of our topic, the pupils have had the opportunity to look at famous British people. This 

included the chance to meet Lord Somerleyton to find out more about the history of his family, 

the whole estate and Somerleyton Hall itself, as well as asking several questions. The children 

were very interested in finding out more about this British stately home and they impressed 

Lord Somerleyton so much that he has invited everybody to a day out on the estate – we look 

forward to making the most of this unique opportunity! 

As well as our topic work we have also participated in the whole school 

Science day. The incredible egg-drop challenge set the pupils the task 

of trying to protect a raw egg from being scrambled as it hit the 

playground. Teams of pupils were given a set of specific materials to 

try and create a carrier for the egg.  All were engaged and were very 

productive in their designs – it was an EGGCELLENT afternoon!!  

Two of our Year 6 pupils also attended the Primary Spelling Bee event at Denes High School. 

The pupils, Holly Rowley-White and Ethan Drake, were both given a list of 300 words to try 

and learn! They represented the school very positively with Holly being awarded second place 

out of 18 entrants – we were extremely proud of both of them!  

As the Spring Term drew to an end, we closed our Brits 

topic with The Brits Concert! Each class in Years 5 and 6 

performed famous tracks from British artists. With music 

genres such as Rock, Pop, Indie and Dance, it was definitely 

an exciting topic finale! Thank you to everybody who joined 

us – we’re sure you’ll agree it was a performance to 

remember! 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Welcome to the sports pages. Before we begin, Mr Hunt has asked me to tell you about his 

after school sports clubs that are happening next term. Emails have been sent home this week. 

We have had a very positive reaction to these so far and Mr Hunt is looking forward to working 

with even more children next term. For further information about after school clubs, please 

see me or Mr Hunt.  

This half term has seen Woods Loke compete in three inter-schools’ competitions in Year 5 

and Year 3. It has been fantastic to see the enthusiasm of the children on these tournaments 

as they experience what it’s like to represent our school, many of them for the first time. Our 

first tournament was Year 3 Skittleball (a game that has similar rules and uses similar skills 

to netball but with a post that needs knocking down instead) at Ormiston Denes Academy. We 

entered two teams, both of whom did an amazing job, which saw us win the Team-Work award, 

an award given to only one team based on the scores of the referees from each game.  

Next, it was off to Water Lane Sports Centre for the annual swimming gala. This is always a 

big event in our sporting calendar! We were represented by our current year 5 pupils who have 

been learning to swim this year. Despite the fact that it is a Year 6 event, our Year 5s were 

magnificent! We were runners up (to a school who have their own pool!) in so many events, 

finishing in second place in the North Lowestoft Schools event and third place overall. This 

shows the amazing progress our Year 5s have made, third place out of a field of fourteen.  

Finally, it was back to Ormiston Denes Academy with the Year 3s for an indoor cricket event. 

Again, we had lots of children entering their first tournament and they all had an amazing time, 

making memories they will hold on to for quite some time. This time, they returned with an 

Honesty award. Despite winning all their games, the team ended the day in third place, which 

was still a superb achievement for all involved. Mr Hunt and I are very proud of all the players 

involved in these tournaments. 

If you have the opportunity, please admire our brand new 

sporting cabinet in the office foyer area. It’s slowly filling up 

with fantastic awards and certificates from our tournaments 

so far this year. Well done to all involved.  

Thank you for reading. One last thing to mention: Mr Hunt is 

running a sports club over the Easter Holidays, although this is full, he will run further events 

over each half term break. Please see him for more details. Mr Jones 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



Here are just some of the entries from the School Council’s ‘Create a Woods Loke Learner 

Character’ competition which are currently being 

displayed in the library.  School Council were very 

impressed with the high standard of models which were 

submitted. It was very difficult for them to choose an 

overall winner, but after much deliberation, Danny 

Stoyanov from Year 1 was chosen for his amazing owl 

created using varieties of beans.  

‘Well done and thank you’ to everybody who entered! 

Before the children return for the Summer term, we would like to take this opportunity to 

politely remind all parents about our expectations around school uniform: 

 All pupils should be in navy trousers or dresses/skirts, pale blue polo shirts and navy 

sweatshirts, navy socks and black school shoes. Summer dresses will be allowed for the 

Summer term but must be navy and white checked dresses only, not playsuits  

 Our policy states that hair should not be extreme in style or colour – this includes 

brightly dyed hair and shaved lines and patterns 

 PE kits must consist of navy shorts/jogging trousers and navy PE shirts 

Also, we have an increasing number of children coming to school in trainers, which is not part 

of our dress code, and wearing incorrect uniform. We do not expect pupils to have all their 

uniform with logos, but do expect them to be of the correct colour and style.  

If you have any questions regarding uniform, please do not hesitate to ask a member of staff. 

The end of this term also sees the end of an era as we say ‘goodbye 

and good luck’ to our long serving SENCO and Assistant Head, Mrs 

Marchand. She has been a member of staff at Woods Loke for an 

incredible 13 years and in that time she has had a huge impact on a 

whole generation of children and families. However, she is embarking 

on an exciting new adventure after Easter as the new Headteacher 

of Earsham Primary School in Norfolk. I’m sure you’ll join with me in 

thanking her for her tremendous service to our school and wishing 

her all the very best for the future.  

 

 

 
 

 
 


