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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2018 

Welcome to the first newsletter of a new academic year and, once again, what a busy half 

term it’s been already! It was lovely to see how quickly the children settled in to their new 

classes and new routines, and we’ve already seen some fantastic Woods Loke Learning 

Behaviours being demonstrated throughout the school. 

As usual, there are several new and exciting initiatives launching this year, all designed to 

enhance and improve our children’s learning experience here at Woods Loke. You can find 

out more about them in these pages, but do talk to your children about them as well – I’m 

sure they’ll tell you what they think! 

In the meantime, we’d like to wish everybody a well-deserved half term break and we look 

forward to seeing you all return rested, refreshed and ready to LEARN, ASPIRE and 

ACHIEVE all the way up to Christmas… 

 

  

The mobiles have gone and the 

artificial grass is much more fun! 

Each class now studies a book, 

a piece of art and a piece of 

music every half term. Our 

display in the entrance hall will 

tell you what’s happening 

across the school 

Forest School sessions have started. 

Turn the page to find out more… 
All our classes are now ‘twinned’ 

allowing older and younger 

children to work together 



Forest School has been introduced with a group of year 3 children this half term and already 

we can see the positive impact it is having. We are looking at running more groups after half 

term throughout the year. 
Forest School is an inspirational process, that offers children regular opportunities to achieve 

and develop confidence, resilience, independence and self-esteem through hands-on learning 

experiences in a natural environment. It provides opportunities for children to explore and 

play by directing their own learning and having freedom of choice. Forest School allows children 

to enjoy the fresh air, feel excitement and get mucky! It has a positive impact on the important 

factors in children’s lives and is educational whilst facilitating play and creating happiness. Our 

Forest School ethos is based on enabling children to use their ability to instigate, test and 

maintain curiosity in the world around them. We focus on children having the opportunity to 

play; access the outdoors; access risk and the vibrant reality of the natural world; experience 

a healthy range of emotions; face challenges of social interaction and build resilience that will 

support continued and creative engagement with their peers and potential. 

This half-term the children have enjoyed learning new 

skills and exploring all areas of the Forest School site. 

They have taken particular interest in playing in the mud 

kitchen to create potions and using clay to make models 

and faces on trees. They also enjoyed decorating 

wooden disks to make medals, which they have decided 

to wear each week, and designed flags to mark 

different areas of the 

site. Some children were 

keen on leaf printing and 

decided to identify leaves and trees 

using the species identification 

books. Other children recognised 

the variety of minibeasts in the 

area so another big interest was 

going on bug hunts and constructing 

bug hotels. Children used 

magnifying glasses to observe the 

minibeasts and looked for facts about them using the information 

books. The children have enjoyed working together and using 

different natural items and resources available to support their 

learning and experiences each week. (Miss Anderson) 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Early Years have had a fantastic first half term and have all settled into school life very 

quickly. 

Nursery are now planning ‘in the moment’ so we no longer have a theme or topic which we follow, 

however there have been a few group interests this term. Many children at the start of the 

half term were interested in minibeasts, we looked through information books on these and 

tried to identify them. We then went on a bug hunt and found a slug and lots of mini lizards, 

the children enjoyed observing these and drawing pictures of them.  Another big interest this 

half term has been fire engines. The children began role playing firefighters outside 

pretending to put out fires. They were provided with firefighter clothes and they made their 

own hoses. The children also made their own fire engine out of a cardboard box, complete with 

sirens and a ladder. We were then lucky enough to 

have a visit from the fire engine. They showed us all 

of the equipment that they keep on board and 

allowed the children to sit inside. Miss Taylor and 

Miss Giddins had a competition to see who could put 

on the uniform fastest! The children then each got a 

turn at shooting the water out of the hose. It is 

lovely to see how confident and settled the nursery 

children have become in such a short space of time. 

 

Reception have been learning about new beginnings and getting to know a new setting and 

routines. We have also been talking about our family and friends and why they are special to 

us. We have been thinking about parts of our bodies and 

how we are similar and different to each other. Our art 

project has been based around ‘Senecio’ by Paul Klee and we 

have been developing our printing techniques and knowledge 

of colour mixing in order to produce our own versions. We 

have been listening to and joining in with the song, ‘You’ve 

got a Friend in Me’ and creating a dance to go with it. In 

Maths we have been focussing on our counting skills and 

number recognition and also 3D and 2D shapes. In phonics 

we have been learning to recognise and write our phase 2 

sounds and practising hearing and saying these sounds in 

words. The children were particularly interested in pirates 

so we have also investigated floating and sinking and 

explored some real fish as well as reading some pirate 

stories and doing some pirate themed role play. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



At the start of our new year it has been lovely to see children and staff getting to know each 

other and being involved in the learning and challenges so enthusiastically. Year 1 have made 

the transition to their new Key Stage positively and are enjoying the continuous provision, 

including regular ‘Challenges’. The Time Team is very popular and is proving an effective and 

fun way to learn telling the time. Maths Monkeys also are a new introduction (they are so cute, 

I have to stop for a cuddle!). Year 1 have also been out and about around the school grounds 

observing and spotting the signs and changes of Autumn. ‘The Three Little Wolves and The Big 

Bad Pig’ is their current focus book and one exciting challenge has been to create houses for 

them. 

Year 2 have moved seamlessly along the corridor and 

are embracing being Woods Loke Learners.  We have 

already achieved many exciting things. The visit 

from Oak the Tawny owl from Fritton Owl Sanctuary 

has to be a highlight; great writing and art came 

from this visit. Each class has been twinned with 

another in the school and 2JS set the ball rolling in 

KS1 by joining with 5AB to research about owls in 

preparation for writing a non-chronological report. 5AB showed their mastery of using ICT and 

notetaking by supporting 2JS with learning these skills. It was fantastic to see how engaged 

they all were. More twinning session will take place over the year to come. 

We would also like to say huge ‘congratulations’ to Miss McComb on her wedding; she is now 

Mrs Edwards. 

We look forward to meeting parents at 

Parents Evenings, Share Afternoons and 

our Christmas concert, but please do 

speak to teachers if you have any 

questions or concerns as close 

communication is really beneficial for all. 

Just a quick reminder: please can you 

make sure that all clothing is named, as 

already we have a full Lost Property box 

of unnamed items that we cannot rehome! 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



The Summer Holidays have fast become a distant memory and we have had a great start to 

the new year with the children settling back into school life. Year 3 have done really well 

adjusting to the expectations of Key Stage Two and all children across the Key Stage are 

working hard towards being a rounded Woods Loke Learner.  

Year 3 have kicked off the new academic year looking at Extreme Weather! The children have 

made some fantastic shape poems in the form of their favourite aspect of weather. In 

researching extreme weather to broaden their knowledge, they were able to publish their 

findings in their own pop-up books. They needed to look into the design of different pop-up 

books and assess how they were going to put their ideas into a working product.  

The children have had other design opportunities throughout the topic. In extreme weather 

you need to stay dry, so they have been designing their own umbrellas. These have been 

inspired by Renoir’s Umbrellas, their focus piece of art for this half term. To add to the stimuli 

for this half term’s topic, Year 3’s focus piece of music had aptly been ‘Singing in the Rain’, 

and their focus book has been ‘Dodge the Tornado’.  

Year 4 have begun the year by pretending they have been ship wrecked! The children wrote 

letters in a bottle to call for help on their island. They then looked at recounts and made diary 

entries detailing how they got shipwrecked as well as describing their island.  

Writing has also taken the form of instructional texts on how to travel 

around their islands as well as how to build a shelter. In addition, they have 

also entered into fierce debate on the rule of law and which British laws 

should be adopted on their new islands. Linking to setting up a society on 

their island, they have discussed mental and emotional well-being and tried 

to understand that people can feel alone and can be misunderstood as well 

as left out by others; they have then looked at these concepts in their 

everyday lives. From this point the children then learnt about how 

to give support to their friends. The children have had a very messy 

opportunity to create paper mache models of their islands! 

Taking the shipwrecked situation to the next level, they have 

researched and discussed how to keep safe and respond in a range 

of emergency situations alongside first aid training. They have been 

taught about bandaging, how to put someone in the recovery position and had the opportunity 

to try CPR on a resuscitation doll. All skills that could be essential at some point in their lives.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



Years 5 and 6 have been taken to another dimension for our topic this half term! We started 

our topic by studying the first moon landing, watching clips and commentary to reflect on the 

excitement of stepping on the moon for the first time! This resulted in some great writing 

with pupils in role as Neil Armstrong. Alongside our focus on the first moon landing, we have 

been learning about the Earth, the Sun and the Moon. We learned about the features of the 

different planets of the solar system and researched facts about planets to create a 

presentation to each class. We focused on our Woods Loke Learning Behaviour ‘working in 

different ways’ to present our research using powerpoints, speeches and even raps! 
We have had many opportunities to use the knowledge we have gained from our research to 

apply to other subjects. For example, we used a study of Peter Thorpe to recreate some of 

his famous artwork about Space. We also used Holst’s ‘The Planets’ as music stimulus to inspire 

additional art work. In Year 5 we have used Space poetry to enable pupils to create their own 

Space poems and we have completed a study of Tim Peake to create biographical writing. In 

Year 6, we have used the film Apollo 13 to inspire first person recount writing and we have 

also read ‘Cosmic’ as part of a study of the Sci-Fi genre. 

Having completed our fact finding mission on Space and the Solar System, our pupils will now 

be designing their own planets for the solar system, considering the land forms, climate, animal 

and plant life and how to survive on their planet! It has certainly been 

a case of one giant leap for Years 5 and 6 with this topic!! 

Kingswood – what a fantastic experience!!  

The children had an adrenaline filled 

three days reaching new heights on the 

climbing wall, harnessing their archery 

skills, taking on the zip wire and experiencing the cave!! 

From the moment they arrived to the time they left the pupils 

were always active - some were even still awake at 1am with others up at 6am! We know that 

by Friday afternoon there were many tired and exhausted pupils (and staff!!) The behaviour 

and attitude of all the pupils was exemplary. They were a real credit to the school and we know 

that all the staff – both Woods Loke staff and Kingswood staff - were impressed with them. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff who went on the residential 

trip and gave up their time (and sleep) to ensure that every child had a rewarding time at 

Kingswood. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



We are very excited that the open afternoons for parents are going well, with the second 

session relating to bedtime issues. This seems to be well supported and we hope to continue 

with this in the future with different topics covered. 

Our nurture groups are very popular with the children, building on their confidence to support 

them in and out of the classroom. The children are enjoying these sessions and look forward 

to attending each week.  

We are pleased to report that our teachers and support staff have updated training in helping 

children with specific medical conditions.  

As ever, if you have any questions relating to Special Educational Needs, please don’t hesitate 

to come and talk to us. 

The School Council meet every Monday afternoon with Mrs Barratt. Having been nominated by 

their class, they now represent any views and ideas their class might have on how to make 

Woods Loke an even better school! Ideas have already been streaming in which is very exciting. 

One area the School Council are keen to be involved with is fundraising for the school and also 

for charity. One idea is a key stage tea towel which, I’m sure you’ll agree, will be a handy 

Christmas present! School Council will be busy organising this and will let everyone know when 

they are ready for sale. 

The School Council are equally proud of being great examples of Woods Loke learners and will 

be organising a competition to design a poster 

showing how to be a brilliant Woods Loke 

learner. If children choose to enter the 

competition, there will be a 20p charge and the 

chance to win a fabulous prize. School Council 

will be judging the posters in Key Stages. School 

Council will let everyone know when the 

competition is starting. 

The School Council are an outstanding group of 

children and are already making such a 

difference at Woods Loke school. (Mrs Barratt) 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 

 
 



This year all of our classes have been ‘twinned’ with another 

class in the school – you may have seen the signs on the 

classroom doors. The idea behind this is to encourage 

collaboration and to provide children with opportunities to 

work with and support other children from across the school. 

Some of the activities that have already taken place include 

shared reading, older children helping younger children with 

research projects, classes providing an audience for writing 

and presentations, 

and even some joint sport. Not only does this 

‘sharing’ provide clear educational benefits for 

both older and younger children, it also helps with 

social skills, friendships and confidence building. 

We hope that there will be many more ‘twinning’ 

activities throughout the year and we’ll be sure to 

let you know all about them. 

 

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mrs. Paisley are alternative DSLs). 

 

 
 


