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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2019 

As we reach the halfway stage of another academic year, things continue to be as busy and 

exciting as ever in school. I always find that the spring term tends to be a time when 

children make real progress in their learning. They are all settled into their classes, 

Christmas has been and gone, and everyone can really focus on the important business of 

LEARNING, ASPIRING and ACHIEVING. 

As usual, this newsletter contains just a flavour of all the fabulous things that have been 

happening in school recently, including a real boost to our PE and sport provision with the 

arrival of Mr Hunt, our new sports leader. We’ve included some photos of a few of the 

things he’s been up to, and there’s a more detailed sports update over the page. We’ve also 

had a whole school focus on reading for pleasure this term which has included daily reading 

in every class, opening our library to parents and of course, World Book Day which is fast 

approaching.  

I hope you enjoy reading about everything that’s been going on, and I wish you all a peaceful 

and restful half term break. 

 



At the beginning of January, Mr Hunt, our new sports coach joined us. He immediately started 

improving our PE provision by using his coaching skills from the community as well putting 

together activities at break and lunch times to keep our children active and happy! 
Mr Hunt has also enhanced our after school club delivery by setting up activities from years 

2 through to 6. The clubs have all received excellent feedback and we are looking to change 

the clubs on a termly basis, giving as many children as possible an opportunity to attend. 

One of the feedback points from our recent parent questionnaire showed that parents would 

like to see more children attending tournaments. As a result, we are looking at the method we 

use to decide who attends competitive tournaments, and we will make this fairer for all in the 

near future. 

Talking of competitive tournaments, our first two 

tournaments of this calendar year were fantastic fun 

and we achieved brilliant results in each one! Both were 

Year 6 tournaments. The first was at Water Lane, an 

indoor athletics competition. We had an incredible 

squad of athletes all keen to achieve after intensive 

training in their PE lessons and after school clubs. Eighteen schools were represented. The 

children did an amazing job, just narrowly missing out on a podium place, coming 4th overall. 

Next, our Year 6s played in our annual basketball games at Ormiston Denes Academy. Again, 

after lots of team working and skills practise during and after school, the children were ready 

to compete! Although a little nervous, the team had a fantastic first game, with a big win 

against Gunton without conceding any points! The second game went the same way with a super 

victory over Poplars. The third and final game, against a Roman Hill side who were also 

undefeated, would decide who would go through to the Lowestoft and Beccles final. And Woods 

Loke were victorious… without conceding any points! Fantastic 

team play saw us through to the final, which was on Wednesday 

13th February. Unfortunately, despite playing extremely well, 

we narrowly missed out on a place in the County finals. 

Next half term will see us competing in even more 

tournaments, including Skittleball, Kwik Cricket, Gymnastics 

and the annual Swimming Gala, so stay tuned for more sports 

news… (Mr Jones) 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



In Nursery this half term the children have been really interested in the story ‘We’re Going 

on a Bear Hunt’ by Michael Rosen. We have learnt the story word for word and also added our 

own actions. The children then created their own versions of the book in their key groups. We 

had a Unicorn Hunt by the Kingfishers, a Dinosaur hunt by the Flamingos and a Dragon hunt by 

the Toucans. The children really enjoyed this and performed their stories to the whole class. 

They have also been retelling the story outside, especially going through the mud!  Alongside 

this the children have been very keen on the Greatest Showman. We 

created a stage indoors and the children hosted a talent show, this 

involved a lot of singing and dancing and also a magic trick! This half 

term we have also started PE, we have been learning to move in 

different ways around the hall and how to make ourselves big and small. 

At the end of every PE session the children take part in yoga, which 

they all seem to really enjoy. We have also begun learning a new 

phoneme each week, the children have really taken to this and the 

amount of writing we are now seeing is amazing! 

In reception this half term the children have been learning about space. We read the story 

‘Whatever Next’ and re-enacted the story in small groups. The children were very excited 

when a spaceship crash landed in our garden! The children investigated who the spaceship 

might belong to and found some mystery footprints. They drew and wrote some amazing 

descriptions of the alien who might have landed. We have also found out about the moon 

landing, stars and the solar system. 

In art we have been exploring ‘The Starry Night’ by Vincent Van 

Gogh. The children started star challenges this half term and one 

of them was to independently investigate colour mixing to produce 

a part of our own version of the painting. We also designed and 

made our own stars and investigated magnetism and ice. 

In Maths we have been learning about addition, doubling, ordering 

numbers, positional language and measures. The children have 

been expanding their mathematical vocabulary in these areas, 

solving problems and measuring objects using non-standard units. 

The children were also very interested in learning about Chinese New Year. They created their 

own Chinese dragons and fans and even wanted to turn our role play area into a Chinese 

restaurant. In music we listened to ‘Fly me to the Moon’ and drew pictures of the things we 

could hear in the song and how it made us feel. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



We are now half way through the year, and the with the start of a new year the children have 

settled back into the learning environment really well. Across the key stage there have been 

many activities, giving opportunities for skills development. Year 2 have been reading 

playscripts in role, writing some great stories based around alternative versions of ‘The Three 

Little Pigs’ and also ‘The Year of the Pig. Year 1 have moved on from three or four challenges 

a week to seven! Investigating how to rescue superheroes frozen in an iceberg and 

investigating the properties of materials are just a couple of examples of these tasks. 
We have had several ‘twinning’ sessions with our buddy classes which has given the children an 

opportunity to share their skills and learn from others. Year 2 have certainly benefitted when 

working with Year 5 in the amazing new ICT suite. Drawing on their computer skills the two 

year groups have helped each other research and create information texts about ‘The Beatles’ 

and ‘Staying Safe Online’. Here are a few quotes from the children about some of the other 

things they have been enjoying and learning this term. 

‘We had to try and melt ice I discovered hot water 

did melt.’ 

‘The spoon was magnetic not the plastic bottle.’ 

‘I made an adding machine!’ 

‘I’ve learnt how to add coins automatically not on my 

fingers. It will help me when I go shopping.’ 

‘I liked doing the wolf part acting the story. It helped me get brave.’ 

‘Reading- it’s a nice thing to do because it helps you learn and it helps me sleep.’ 

‘I have learnt how to multiply, I tried the grid method, it was difficult to begin with, but the 

more I practised the better I got!’ 

Exciting things are already in place for next half term such as the visit from Norwich Puppet 

Theatre which will be a great opportunity for the children to experience the magic of live 

performance.  We also look forward to sharing learning with you at the two Share afternoons. 

The turnout last time was fantastic and very much appreciated. 

Finally, we would all like to welcome Miss Carroll back from her maternity leave. She will be re-

joining Year 1 for three days a week. Mrs Barrett has been a real asset to our team whilst 

covering Miss Carroll, and we are delighted that she will be staying with us, job sharing in 1SC. 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



We have had a fun and engaging start to the new year with lots of new and exciting topics 

taking place. 

This term Year 3’s learning has been out of this 

world! They have been learning all about the space 

race and moon landings. To kick off the topic, some 

strange footprints appeared in the classrooms. 

These belonged to an intergalactic visitor who left 

messages for the children throughout the half 

term. The visitor asked various scientific 

questions, launching science investigations. In 

addition, the children had to make codes to 

communicate with this extra-terrestrial.   

Improving their research skills, the children used 

the library and the internet to find information 

about our neighbouring planets. They then created 

wonderful information texts filled with solar 

system facts. 

As a muse for their creativity, Year 3 invented 

their own imaginary planets. They were able to use 

oil pastels to create art work of their far off lands. 

From here they then produced some fantastic fictional pieces of writing about what life might 

be like in their own far off world. 

To match topics to the children’s interests and goals, the Year 4 

classes have been running different topic titles. 4JW ‘What a 

Noise’ and 4RJ ‘Broadcasting’. 

4RJ’s term started with children being told they were going to 

make a fictional broadcasting channel. The children then decided 

what they wanted to do, producing plans of all the different 

things they wanted to learn about and cover. 

The children decided to adopt a range of programming to cater 

for all interests, as well as address every part of the curriculum. 

The children researched food chains and filmed these actually in 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



action on our school grounds, making nature programme Sir David Attenborough would be proud 

of. After learning about specific countries the children were then able to use a green screen 

to make a travel programme, reporting on location from around the globe! 

In the interest of health and fitness, the class researched the importance of staying healthy 

and different exercises they could do to help different parts of the body. Using this 

knowledge, the children then planned and 

developed their own fitness routines and 

filmed their own keep fit videos.  

However, after exercising you deserve a 

treat. So the children filmed a cooking 

program where they made delicious 

sweets, before designing packaging so the 

sweets could be sold on their own QVC 

style broadcast. 

 4JW started off 2019 by finger knitting 

to create their very own ‘Charlotte’s 

Web,’ Year 4’s focus book. Sticking to the 

book, the children wrote newspaper reports about the Country Fair and explored speech 

writing by creating a short scene. 

They then moved on to their topic, ‘What a Noise!’  They started by studying famous people in 

history that have helped with communication, such as Louis Braille, Alexander Graham Bell and 

the inspirational Helen Keller. The children then looked at the development of the telephone 

through history and created a timeline spanning over a century. 

As not all communication is made through sound, they studied sign language and how it helps 

people who may not be able to hear. The children enjoyed learning to finger spell and sign the 

song, ‘I Can Sing a Rainbow’ which they then taught the whole of Key Stage 2 in Assembly! 

Inspired by the poem ‘The Sound Collector,’ 4JW also created their own rhyming sound poems 

including onomatopoeia.  

In addition, 4JW have been having weekly reflection sessions. These have seen a massive 

development of both the children’s skills and vocabulary for reflection.  

Finally, Year 4 came together for the last part of the half term, using their piece of art and 

song for stimulus. Both classes studied the artist Lowry and recreated a piece of art using 

pastels for the background and matchsticks for the people in the foreground. They then learnt 

about how their focus song, ‘Matchstalk Men and Matchstalk Cats and Dogs’ was written about 

their focus artist.  

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



Years 5 and 6 have set sail on a voyage of discovery this half term! Our topic has been ‘Storms 

and Shipwrecks’ and we have navigated our way through the history and geography of shipping 

adventures, action and ultimately disasters in the world’s oceans. 
To begin our topic, we researched different shipwrecks 

from different parts of the world, locating where they 

are, when and why the ships sank. We also linked our art 

work to this, watching video clips and images of stormy 

seas and extreme weather in order to start to have an 

understanding of the impact of violent storms on ships.  

Our art lessons moved on to a focus on the work of the 

artist Turner. We studied the storm images he painted 

focusing on colour, texture and proportion. The pupils recreated their own Turner 

masterpieces using a variety of painting strokes and techniques.  

The main focus for this topic though has been to develop an understanding of one of the most 

famous shipwrecks of all time - The Titanic. Pupils have researched what happened in the 

events leading up to the disaster, who was to blame and also what has been learnt for ships as 

a result of the tragedy. The children have had the opportunity to understand what it was like 

to be on the voyage, imagining they were one of the passengers. Pupils were asked to write 

letters home, detailing what the rooms were like, what facilities were available to passengers 

on board and how excited they were to be one of the first people to travel to America on such 

a luxury ocean liner - ironically deemed ‘unsinkable.’ 

Having gained an understanding of what life was like on board the ship prior to the disaster, 

the children then focused on the disaster itself and the many faults which ultimately lead to 

the catastrophe. Pupils learned about the architect’s design which left gaps in the bulkheads 

and caused multiple rooms to flood, the purchasers funding crisis which lead to cheaper 

materials being used and these failed in the icy temperatures and then the issue with the 

shipping company wanting to reach America in the fastest time possible and iceberg warnings 

being ignored. This lead to a lively debate about who was ultimately to blame!  

The focus on the ship’s design plans and layout 

enabled the pupils to complete a project on 

making a model of the ship or one of its rooms. 

Children used cardboard, materials and paint to 

assemble their models and enjoyed being able to 

link their studies of The Titanic to a creative 

project. This was a great end to our voyage and 

we are sure you will enjoy seeing the completed 

models as much as the children and staff have 

enjoyed making them!  

 
 



‘School Council are having a wonderful time. We are going to help restore the pond and bring 

it back to the glory it once was! And as for the half term competition, we are asking the 

children in all years to make one of the Woods Loke Learners animals, a fox, an owl, a badger 

and a squirrel out of junk modelling, clay, sewing material, bottles or you could make a puppet. 

Remember to ‘BE FOND OF OUR POND!’ (Ewan Curtis - School Council President) 
Thank you Ewan for a snapshot of what School Council is going to be doing. School Council 

meets every Monday. During the meeting the children discuss anything that has been raised 

by their class and think about ways to make Woods Loke School an even better place to learn. 

The School Council decided that renovating the pond would be an excellent improvement to our 

school environment. Over the next half term, the School Council will be busy writing to local 

businesses to see if they would like to help us bring our wonderful pond back to life. If you are 

skilled in ponds or know anybody that might be able to help 

the School Council, please let us know via the School office. 

The School Council work exceptionally hard to help Woods 

Loke School improve and ensure the children in the 

classrooms have a voice. It will be an exciting rest of the 

year for the School Council, they are all looking forward to 

receiving your recycled models of the Woods Loke learner 

animals on the Monday 25th February. (Mrs.Barratt) 

 

 
 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

‘BE FOND OF OUR POND!’ 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mr Crawley is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs. Marchand and Mrs. Paisley are alternative DSLs). 

 


