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SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – OCTOBER 2019 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new academic year. I’ve no doubt that many of you 

have noticed the visible improvements that have been taking place in school over the 

summer. The freshly painted Year 5/6 block, the shiny new fascia boards around the whole 

school, our new sign at the front entrance, and of course, our much improved, professional 

looking website – www.woodsloke.org if you haven’t yet had a look. And that’s not to mention 

all the changes that have taken place inside to ensure that the building where our children 

spend so much time is comfortable, smart and inspiring.  

However, while we take great pride in our physical school environment, it’s what goes on 

inside that counts, and an exciting new innovation this year is the appointment of our Head 

Boy, Head Girl and prefects, or ‘Woods Loke Leaders’ as we call them. We are very keen 

for all of our Year 6 pupils to act as role models for the rest of the school. They all do a 

weekly duty such as helping in the dining hall, keeping the playgrounds tidy, and acting as 

play leaders for younger children. In addition, our Woods Loke Leaders are assigned to 

individual classes and support them first thing in the morning and during whole school 

assemblies. It has been fantastic to see how seriously all of them have taken this 

responsibility and how lots of our younger children are already looking up to them, and even 

aspiring to be future Woods Loke Leaders themselves. This initiative has really helped to 

strengthen the sense of community across our school, supporting us all as we strive to 

LEARN, ASPIRE and ACHIEVE together.  

 
Head Girl, Ella 

Edwards and Head 

Boy, Zack Keable 

Deputy Head Girl, Elspeth 

Morris and Deputy Head 

Boy, Hayden Garrod 

http://www.woodsloke.org/


Another busy half term including inter school sports tournaments, after school clubs and the 

launch of a new Twitter account! 

Cross country at Worlingham - The team did really well as a collective and we came away with 

3rd place overall out of 10 schools. There were some excellent performances culminating in 

several children picking up individual medals for top 3 finishes. A massive well done to everyone 

involved, especially where behaviour was concerned and the manner in which they represented 

the school. 

Quick sticks (Variation of hockey) at East Point Academy - A fantastic tournament which was 

held at EPA. The Lowestoft hockey team took a training session before the event began which 

all the children enjoyed. This helped them to enhance their skills before going into their 

matches. The year 6 team finished 4th out of our group which was a fantastic result for all 

involved.  

Panatholon at EPA - Well done to the children that were involved in this event. It was run 

superbly and a very enjoyable day was had by all. They stood out as a school with how well they 

worked as a team throughout the afternoon. They finished 4th overall out of 8 schools. 

Rugby at the Lowestoft Rugby Club - A big well done to all 

the children involved in the Rugby tournament. The 

respect they gave to the other teams was fantastic and 

this was followed up with some fantastic results against 

the other schools participating. The chairman at the rugby 

club said “The children are a credit to our school” which 

was very good to hear. The year 6 team finished 4th out 

of 20 schools and didn’t lose a game. Another great result. 

After school clubs have had fantastic numbers in each year group. 

These are fully booked up with a few on the waiting list which is great 

news for everyone involved. These will continue into the second part 

of the autumn term. (Mr Jones and Mr Hunt) 

A Message from Mr Hunt - We now have a new Twitter account for 

Woods Loke. This includes photos and updates on PE lessons as well 

as photos from the events we attend, so please like and share the 

content which is posted and give us a follow. User name: 

@Woods_Loke 

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision encapsulates what we all want Woods Loke Primary School to be, and this is 

the common goal that we’ll all be working towards in the coming months and years… 

 



Early Years have had a fantastic first half term and have all settled into school life very 

quickly. 

Nursery began the term sharing their ‘All About Me’ boxes and getting to know their key 

groups which they really enjoyed. We have introduced our Woods Loke Learners and the 

children have been very keen to follow these learning behaviours. Children have been very busy 

exploring all areas and there have been many different interests this term. A few of these 

include mini-beasts and bug hunts, performing in our theatre and creating a den and campfire. 

Some children have been constructing with junk modelling and have taken a big interest in mark 

making. The children's main interest this half term has been 

police officers. They enjoyed role play and pretending to be 

police officers and criminals. They were provided with police 

clothes and equipment and worked together to make their own 

prison out of pallets. Some children created police cars using 

wooden blocks and tyres and others made their own police dogs. 

We were then lucky enough to have a visit from a police officer. 

She showed us all of the equipment that she uses and the children 

tried on various hats and jackets. She then turned on her car’s 

lights and sirens which the children really enjoyed. They also got 

the chance to have a look at the car and sit inside. It is lovely to 

see how confident and settled the nursery children have become 

in such a short space of time. 

Reception have settled in well to their first half term in school. They have quickly learnt new 

routines, including going to the library and lunch times. It was lovely to share their ‘All About 

Me’ boxes and learn a little bit more about each child. In phonics we have now begun teaching 

phase 2, the children are working on segmenting and blending in 

their reading and writing. They are doing very well recognising the 

sounds we have learnt so far. In maths we have been focusing on 

numbers 1-5, we have linked this to Numberblocks which the 

children have really enjoyed. During free flow we have seen many 

different interests. One being an interest in creating musical 

instruments to be in a rock band. This led us to invite Mr Sparks 

down to show us his electric guitar, which the children then got to 

play themselves. The children have also been building their own 

lifeboats outside using a variety of large construction. We invited 

a member of the RNLI in to talk to us about saving lives at sea.  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

Our vision is for a school where everyone aspires to be the best they can be… 



Half a term gone already and the children have all settled in so well it seems like they have 

always been in their new classes. The year 1 children slid seamlessly from Reception into KS1, 

helped by the fact that the change is minimal as ‘continuous provision’ is now embedded as part 

of the Year 1 experience. Year 2 are rising to the new expectations and challenges, especially 

in the amount of work they are now achieving. 
It has been a busy few weeks with all classes getting 

engaged with their Learning Journeys straight away. 

Year 2 have been basing their learning around the 

book ‘The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark’. They have 

had a visit from ‘Oak’ the barn owl, a resident at 

Fritton Owl Sanctuary, which was an opportunity to 

ask the questions they had written. It has also 

resulted in some recounts, ‘thank you’ letters and very 

interesting investigation into what we can find in owl pellets! The topic culminated in fantastic 

story writing with the added incentive of a prize of an ‘owl adoption’ 

very kindly offered (and judged) by the sanctuary.  

Year 1 have been equally as busy; their work has been based around 

the traditional tale ‘The Enormous Turnip’. This has been the 

stimulus for art work, storytelling and also identifying parts of 

plants. Growing their own flowers and radishes as gardeners has 

been an engaging activity as has role play using money in the farm 

shop. Also they have read ‘The Three Little Wolves and The Big Bad Pig’. This different version 

of the story really caught the children’s imagination. They have been designing and building 

houses and there have also been some fantastic self- portraits, created after looking at some 

Van Gogh art work. 

We are looking forward to next term as we will be 

working on a whole key stage performance which we 

are sure will be lots of fun, and undoubtedly an Oscar 

nomination. Dates are on Monday Mail and please keep 

an eye out for ticket allocation forms in book bags.  

Finally, please do check all clothing is named as 

already the lost property pile is building up…  

 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where children can grow into happy, safe, confident individuals, inspired by a 

dynamic and innovative curriculum which celebrates diversity, creativity and curiosity… 

 



Year 3 have kicked off the new academic year studying Extreme Weather! The children 

started by looking at tornados and producing some wonderful pieces of writing describing 

these natural phenomena. Of course, in extreme weather you need to stay dry, so they have 

been designing their own ‘stay dry’ creations. As a hook and a purpose for their designs, the 

children were tasked with keeping the Early Years Woods Loke Learner character puppets dry. 

Year 3 started by heading to EYFS to interview the children, asking them what they would like 

the designs to include. Once all the different designs had been made the children were able 

to test their effectiveness and evaluate them against the original brief.  
Year 4 have kicked off the year with the topic, ‘Bridge Over 

Troubled Water.’ We started by looking at the different types and 

structures of bridges and what made them strong. With this 

information the children were able to apply these principals later 

on the unit, when designing their own 

bridges. To design and make their own 

bridge, the children needed to experiment with different materials 

and design ideas. To start, they were given a piece of A4 paper; learning 

through discovery to build a bridge that spanned the greatest distance 

while supporting a standard weight. Following this they designed straw 

bridges to hold the greatest weight possible. Then finally, learning 

wood work safety and techniques, creating bridges that were not only 

strong, but could move out of the way for passing ships.  

To inspire discussion and writing, the topic of the third river crossing in Lowestoft was used. 

We had a visit from the college who are involved with the third crossing project. They were 

able to discuss bridges and see the proposed third crossing for the town. 4JW decided to 

produce persuasive texts, persuading people that Lowestoft needed a third crossing. 4RJ 

looked at the different opinions of the town’s people, debating the proposed crossing and 

discussing the pro and cons of the project. 

As bridges usually cross water, and our local area is subjected to flooding, we then decided to 

research the human and physical impact of flooding with a particular focus on the 1953 North 

Sea floods. Researching these floods, the children used a primary resource, interviewing a 

person who loved through the 1953 disaster. They then used secondary resources, such as 

newspapers and video clips from the time. The children were then able to create their own 

newspaper report of the event.  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school with dedicated and committed staff who work together to inspire, encourage 

and support all who learn here… 

 



What a fantastic start to the year we have had! Our pupils in Years 5 and 6 have settled 

extremely well into the new school year. For the first time, the Year 6 children have taken on 

a variety of opportunities to be responsible for key areas in the school. Each day, they help to 

work with younger children at lunchtime and they have already proved they can be excellent 

role models. We have been very impressed with the dedication and commitment our Year 6 

pupils have shown so far. Alongside this, there has been another exciting opportunity for Year 

6 pupils to become Head Boy, Head Girl, or a Woods Loke Leader. These jobs involve working 

with a specific class, supporting pupils, completing whole school projects with Senior Staff and 

they are even allowed to sit on a bench in assembly! (Some might argue, the real benefit of 

such a powerful position!) Again, the children who were successful in the first appointments 

have settled into their new roles well and are setting a fantastic example for the younger 

pupils to aspire to. 
In our topic work, the Year 5 and 6 pupils have been 

learning about China. We looked at photos, maps, atlases 

and non-fiction texts to locate China, its provinces and 

mega-cities. We have also looked at exports and the 

impact industries make on the economy, status and 

environment. Children have had the opportunity to 

combine Geography and Maths skills to analyse data 

showing China’s key industries. They also had to focus on writing an information text about one 

of the most important places to visit in China - The Great Wall. Our topic moved on to looking 

at food and drink and a comparison was made between our school and schools in China. 

Interestingly, children unanimously voted for schooling in the UK when they heard about the 

number of hours the children attend school in China! 

As a culmination to our topic, the children will be creating 

their own very valuable Ming Dynasty porcelain to apply all 

the Chinese art skills we have practised; calligraphy, fine 

brush-stroke work and the 

study of ‘The Four 

Gentlemen’. We will also be 

taking part in a finale involving 

food tasting (with chopsticks- thanks to Yo Sushi for donating 100 

free pairs!) and creating our own Great Wall of Woods Loke!  

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

…A school where we work in partnership with our families, our Governors and our 

community to promote a life-long love of learning… 

 



We have had such a productive and busy half term in The Woodlands with lots of exciting 

activities to share with you. We are very proud of our new, purpose built room with kitchen 

facilities and space for enrichment experiences. The children have settled quickly into their 

groups where we provide bespoke, differentiated learning opportunities for each child. We 

develop our curriculum with the children’s interests at heart and this gives the children a 

purpose for their learning.  
We have grown tomatoes outside and then 

used them on our healthy pizza which we 

individually designed. The children enjoyed 

eating them and then reflecting on how to 

improve them. Mr Crawley was fortunate 

enough to be given one and he thoroughly 

enjoyed it! 

We also had a visitor to share her work on the 

lifeboats as the children were interested in people and the emergency 

services. This inspired higher level questioning and a deeper interest in voluntary work.  

We have also used the story ‘Little Red Hen’ to develop ideas to 

share our work with parents in an open morning. We made bread and 

cakes then presented our learning for this half term with parents. 

This involved making place mats, menus, lists and cooking, as well as 

some drama to share our story with them. 

The afternoon nurture groups have got 

off to a great start with the new 

induction hob being used for yummy 

crispy cakes! 

If parents have any spare cooking 

equipment that you would like to donate to us, we would be very 

grateful. We are in need of bowls and utensils, but any donations 

would be wonderful – Thank you!  

Our team are dedicated to supporting children and their families. We are pleased with the 

fantastic and exciting start to the year and have lots of plans for next half term. 

 
 

O U R  S C H O O L  V I S I O N 

 



Welcome, and congratulations to our new School Council, elected for this academic year: 

Year 2: Dougie Woolnough and Jenson Hovells 

Year 3: Lola Lewis and Cameron Ellis 

Year 4: Leah Parsons and Elise Punt 

Year 5: Lilly Rowley-White and Dakota Petty 

Year 6: Alisia Rolls (Secretary) and Charlie 

Archard (President) 

Our new School Council launched their first competition this term. The 

competition was to design a poster about our Learning Behaviour 

‘Working in Different Ways’. Lots of children entered and the School 

Council had a hard job choosing the winner, eventually picking Madison 

Chase from Year 3. Madison received a problem solving prize and the 

money raised has bought some more footballs for the school, so thank 

you to everyone who took part! 

The School Council will now turn their attention to organising a big Christmas fundraiser and 

they will be meeting the Governors for our very special afternoon tea next term. (Mrs Barratt) 

  

 

 

COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FORM 

As part of our commitment to inform and consult with parents, we very much value your 

opinions and suggestions. Do you have any ideas for changes or improvements? Please feel 

free to let us know by using this form, or alternatively, you can always come and see me in 

person. After all, if we don’t know about it, we can’t help to make things better. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, young people and 

vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  Mrs Norman is responsible 

for safeguarding at Woods Loke Primary school. (Mrs Paisley and Mrs Adams are alternative DSLs) 

 

 
 


